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SUBJ: GOI PROPOSES TO LIBERALIZE MILITARY COURT 
PROCEDURES 

REF: TEHRAN 4257 (NOTAL) 

1. GOI PROPOSALS POR REVISION OP MILITARY JUDICIAL PROCEDURE 
CODE WERE ANNOUNCED BY JUSTICE MINISTER KIANPUR AT PRESS 
CONPERENCE JUNE 6. POLLOWING AMENDMENTS WERE MADE PUBLIC: 

A. CENTERPIECE OP PROPOSAL IS PROVISION POR CIVILIAN 
LAWYERS TO PLEAD BEFORE A MILITARY COURT WITHOUT THE 
REQUIREMENT TO SEEK PRIOR AUTHORIZATION PROM A SPECIAL 
MILITARY COMMITTEE. IN ADDTION, CIVILIAN LAWYERS WILL NOT 
BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY MEASURES OP THE SPECIAL MIT, IT ARY 
COMMITTEE. UNDER PROPOSED AMENDMENT, LAWYERS MAY PLEAD 
BEFORE A MILITARY COURT BY DECLARING THEIR READINESS TO 
THE APPROPRIATE MILITARY COURT. 

B. RESTRICTIONS ON THE NUMBER OP DEPENSE LAWYERS AT 
EACH TRIAL WILL BE ELIMINATED AND THE ACCUSED MAY HENCE- 
PORTH CHOOSE ONE OR TWO CIVILIAN OR MILITARY LAWYERS. 
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C. THOSE UNDER INVESTIGATION MAY HAVE DEPENSE LAWYERS 
BEFORE THE EXAMINING MAGISTRATE TO PRESENT PINAL 
DEPENSE STATEMENTS. 

D. LAWYERS PLEADING BEFORE A MILITARY COURT WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO STUDY THE CASE POR UP TO 20 DAYS, AS IS THE 
PRACTICE IN CIVILIAN CRIMINAL CORTS. 
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2. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION ON CIVILIAN COURT PROCEDURES, 
KIANPUR SAID THAT "DURING THE PAST YEAR 2,756,819 

CASES CAME BEFORE THE COURTS, AN INCREASE OF 699,878 
CASES OVER THE PREVIOUS YEAR. THE NUMBER OF MAGISTRATES 
IN THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE IS PRESENTLY 1700. A 
COMPARISON BETWEEN THE NUMBER OE MAGISTRATES AND THE 
NUMBER OF CASES BEEORE THE COURTS SHOWS THE INTENSE 
ACTIVITY OF OUR MAGISTRATES". KIANPUR REVEALED THAT 
STUDIES ARE IN PROGRESS TO MODIFY A NUMBER OE OTHER 
JUDICIAL STATUTES INCLUDING THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, 

CODE OF PENAL PROCEDURE, EAMILY PROTECTION LAW AND 
BANKRUPTCY LAW. 

3. COMMENT: TIMING OF THESE PROPOSALS LEADS US TO 
BELIEVE THAT ACTION IS AT LEAST IN PART A CONSEQUENCE 

OF WILLIAM BUTLER'S MAY 2 AUDIENCE WITH THE SHAH (REFTEL). 

AT THAT TIME SHAH INDICATED THAT HE ACCEPTED BUTLER'S 
SUGGESTIONS RE ACCUSED RIGHT TO CIVILIAN COUNSEL AND 
ORDERED COURT MINISTER HOVEYDA TO EOLLOW UP. PROPOSAL 
AMENDMENTS MEET MANY SUGGESTIONS CONTAINED BUTLER'S MEMO 
TO THE SHAH. GOI RESPONSE REINFORCES OUR VIEW THAT 
BUTLER IS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE HUMAN RIGHTS PROPONENT WITH 
DEMONSTRATED INFLUENCE ON GOI DECISION MAKERS. DEPARTMENT 
MAY WISH INFORM HIM OF THIS GOI ANNOUNCEMENT. 
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